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Annual  Report 

of  the 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg'  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1920.  The 
report  follows  the  lines  of  previous  reports,  excepting  that  it  will 
not  be  necessary  to  repeat  the  description  of  the  physical  features 
and  general  character  of  the  district  to  the  same  extent  as  in  my 
last  iVnnual  Report,  but  only  so  far  as  there  has  been  any  material 
chang'e  in  the  situation. 

The  year  1920  was  marked  by  another  severe  outbreak  of 
Influenza  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  when  a very  considerable 
number  of  the  population  were  attacked  with  the  disease,  asso- 
ciated with  a virulent  form  of  Pneumonia  and  other  Respiratory 
diseases.  The  fatality  from  these  diseases  alone,  and  mainly  due 
to  the  outbreak  of  Influenza,  accounts  for  a death-rate  of  5.6  per 
thousand* of  the  population,  or  a little  over  one-third  of  the  total 
death-rate,  15.05  per  thousand  of  the  population. 

With  regard  to  other  notifiable  diseases  there  was  no  particular 
epidemic.  There  was  a mild  and  scattered  outbreak  of  Scarlet 
Fever  in  the  last  quarter,  which  did  not  amount  to  an  epidemic. 

POPULATION. 

In  x\pril,  1911,  the  census  showed  the  population  of  the  District 
to  be  12,291. 

In  the  memorandum  issued  for  1920  from  the  Office  of  the 
Registrar  General,  the  following  passage  occurs:  “In  1920 
demobilisation  had  reached  a stage  at  which  it  is  felt  that  the 
distinction  between  ‘birth-rate  population’  and  ‘death-rate  popu- 
lation’ made  during  the  period  when  a large  part  of  the  male 
population  was  under  arms,  might  in  general  be  discontinued. 
For  most  districts,  therefore,  a single  estimate  of  population  is 
shown,  and  this  is  applicable  to  both  births  and  deaths.’’ 

The  Registrar  General  estimates  the  population  of  Brierley  Hill 
to  be  12,890,  upon  which  the  birth-rate  and  death-rate  are  to  be 


calculated. 

Population  Census  1911  12,294 

Estimate  to  middle  of  year  1920  12,890 

Area  of  district  in  acres  1,027 

Number  of  persons  per  acre  12 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  2,780 
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PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER  OF 

THE  DISTRICT. 

There  is  no  chang-e,  with  the  exception  that  the  work  of  laying 
out  the  proposed  Recreation  Ground  is  proceeding.  Tlie  Earl  of 
Dudley’s  Round  Oak  Works  employees  have  taken  a house  and 
grounds  and  established  a club  and  excellent  recreation  ground. 

The  only  addition  is  a candle  factory  which  has  been  erected  in 
an  outlying  part  of  the  district.  As  it  is  to  be  conducted  under 
modern  conditions,  it  is  stated  no  nuisance  will  arise. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


-» 

umber. 

Rate  1920.  Rate  1919. 

5 years 

Average 

Births  

390 

30.2 

20.7 

22.7 

Registered  deaths  (corrected) 

194 

15.0 

13.7 

14.9 

Infantile  deaths  (per  100 

births) 

42 

107 

85 

88 

Zvmotic  Deaths  

7 

0.5 

0.3 

0.2 

Respiratory  Diseases 

55 

4.2 

2.1 

2.9 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

4 

0.3 

1.2 

0.2 

Cancer  

11 

0.8 

0.9 

0.8 

Influenza  

18 

1.3 

0.7 

0.0 

Death- Rates  in 

Each  Separate 

Ward. 

Respiratory 

Diseases 


Population. 

Acres. 

Density.  Deatli 

- Death- 

Infantile 

rate. 

rate  . 

North 

Ward  ...  4,443 

391 

13  15.5 

3.1 

112 

East  Ward  4,515 

342 

13  14.3 

4.6 

114 

West 

Ward  3,93‘.^ 

294 

11  15.3 

5.0 

99 

The  Ages  at  Which  Death  Occurred 

were : 

« 

Q nder 

1 1 year  5 years 

15  years 

25  years 

45  yea  I S 

65  years 

year  of 

and  under  and  under 

and  under  and  under 

and  under  and 

age, 

5 years.  15  years. 

25  year 

S'.  15  years. 

05  years. 

over. 

42 

oo  u 

L-f 

5 

28 

69 

BIRTHS:  Males  211.  Females  171).  Illegitimate  births  8. 
DEATHS:  Males  POD.  PTmales  85.  Illegitimate  deaths  3. 
41  deaths  were  over  70  years,  and  11  over  80  years  of  ag'e. 


Table  XV.  Birth*r3,t0,  Death-r3.t6  and  Analysis  of  Mortality  during  the  year,  1920. 

The  Registrar  General  has  published  the  follo'iuing  figures  for  ig20,  to  'which  1 have  appended  the  particulars  relating  to  Brierley  Hill. 
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The  amount  of  Out-door  Poor  Law  Relief  was  ^1427  17s.  iid. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  water  supply,  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water  Works 
Company,  has  maintained  its  character  of  purity,  and  has  been 
sufficient  and  constant.  The  excellent  quality  of  the  water  is  an 
important  factor  in  promoting'  the  health  of  the  population.  There 
has  been  no  complaint  of  any  deficiency. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  are  no  rivers  in  the  district.  The  Canals  which  surround 
two-thirds  of  the  district  are  much  cleaner  since  the  sewerage  has 
been  diverted.  There  are  a few  unimportant  streams,  which  do 
not  give  rise  to  any  complaint. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  sewerage  system  is  by  gravitation,  which  joins  the  King- 
swinford  sewerage  system  and  is  taken  • into  the  country,  where 
it  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation  over  very  suitable  land. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

I’zV/e  .Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  appended. 

Scavenging. 

The  weekly  collection,  by  means  of  moveable  ash-bins,  of  all 
house  refuse,  is  now  practically  universal  throughout  the  district, 
and  further  experience  has  increased  the  efficiency.  The  final 
disposal  of  the  refuse  is  by  depositing  on  “Tips.”  A Destructor 
is  being  erected  in  the  district.  For  further  detail  vide  Inspec- 
tor’s Report  appended. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

Vide  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  appended. 

Market. 

I may  mention  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  has  given  the  Market 
(which  is  owned  by  a Company)  particular  attention,  the  condition 
of  which  last  summer  being  far  from  satisfactory.  The  accumulation 
of  refuse  beneath  the  stalls,  the  need  for  washing  of  the  floor,  the 
dirty  condition  of  the  walls  and  the  none  existence  of  proper  wnter- 
closet  accomodation  made  the  market  very  insanitary. 

The  walls  have  since  been  limew^ashed,  the  refuse  removed  from 
beneath  the  stalls,  and  the  floor  where  the  fish  stalls  are  is  washed 
after  each  market.  d'he  Inspector  has  now  in  hand  a scheme  for 
the  provision  of  suitable  closet  accommodation,  the  paving  of  the 
parts  of  the  floor  at  present  unpaved,  and  also  he  is  endeavouring 
to  arrange  with  the  owners  a collection  of  all  trade  refuse  after 
each  market  day. 
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Premises  and  Occupations  which  can  be  Controlled  by 

Bye=laws  or  Regulations. 

These  comprise  : Slaughter-houses,  Milk  Shops,  Dairies,  Canal 
Boats,  Workshops,  Bakehouses,  Cowsheds.  They  are  all  period- 
ically visited.  The  results  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Report. 

There  are  no^  houses  let  in  lodgings,  or  underground  sleeping 
rooms  in  the  district.  The  only  “offensive  trade”  is  the  Candle 
Factory  now  being  erected. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  five  elementary  schools  in  the  district.  They  are  all 
in  good  sanitary  condition,  and  have  the  Company’s  water  supply 
laid  on.  The  Education  Authority  have  established  a School 
Clinic  at  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre,  in;  charge  of  the 
School  Medical  Officer  and  a School  Nurse.  Notifications  of 
Infectious  Diseases  are  sent  to  the  Head  Teacher,  and  contacts 
excluded.  Three  of  the  Schools  had  to  ,be  closed  during  the  year 
against  outbreaks  of  Influenza,  Whooping*  Cough  and  Measles. 

FOOD. 

Milk. 

The  milk  supplied  to  the  district  comes  chiefly  from  outside 
farms.  A good  deal  of  it  is  pasteurised.  Generally  speaking, 
the  quality  is  good.  There  have  been  two  complaints  regarding 
the  supply  from  the  local  Dairymen.  For  inspections  and  action 
taken*  see  Inspector’s  Report. 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  to  1917. 

Administered  by  the  County  Council. 

Milk,  Mother  and  Children  Order,  1919. 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre  continues  to  administer 
the  Order.  Daring  the  year  six  women  and  ten  children  have 
been  supplied  with  milk. 

Meat. 

There  is  no  public  Abattoir  in  the  district.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  visits  the  slaughterhouses  at  the  time  of  slaughtering. 
With  him  I inspected  the  carcases  of  two  beasts  affected  with 
I Liberculosis,  bcjth  of  which  were  condemned  and  destroyed.  For 
further  information,  see  Inspector’s  Report. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

No  epidemic  of  Infectious  Disease  has  occurred  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

1 he  notifications  of  Scarlet  Fever  numbered  20.  Thirteen 
cases  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hospital.  In  the  other  seven 
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cases,  the  isolation  at  home  was  considered  sufficient.  They  all 
recovered.  No  return  cases  were  discovered.  The  source  of 
these  cases  was  not  discovered.  It  spread  mainly  through  the 
Schools. 

Diphtheria. 

Six  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified.  Antitoxin  Serum  is 
supplied  free  to  the  Medical  Practitioners,  and  was  used  in  all  of 
the  cases.  Three  of  the  cases  were  treated  at  the  Isolation  Hos- 
pital. They  all  recovered.  Contacts  were  found  in  one  case  and 
injected. 

Bacteriolical  Aids. 

Thirty-four  swabs  were  sent  to  Birmingham  University  for 
examination,  with  the  following  results  : — 

Tubercle  Bacilli,  20'  swabs — Positive  4,  Negative  16. 
Diphtheria,  14  swabs — Positive  3,  Negative  11. 

Influenza. 

A severe  outbreak  of  Influenza  occurred  during  February  and 
March,  complicated  by  a most  virulent  and  rapidly  fatal  type  of 
Broncho  Pneumonia.  Seventeen  deaths  occurred  in  the  four 
weeks  between  18th  February  and  30th  March.  Government  Vac- 
cine was  supplied  to  the  local  doctors,  but  was  not  extensively 
used.  Places  of  public  entertainment  were  inspected,  disinfected, 
well  ventilated,  and  warning  notices  issued.  My  experience  of 
warning  notices  as  reg'ards  places  of  amusement  is  that  they  are 
ignored.  If  the  places  are  a danger  during*  epidemics  of  air-borne 
diseases — and  I think  there  is  no  doubt  they  are — the  only  safe 
method  would  be  to  close  them  until  the  danger  of  spreading  the 
disease  is  over. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

There  has  been  one  fatal  case,  a police  constable,  aged  41  years. 
No  other  case  occurred. 

Malaria,  Dysentry,  Trench  Fever. 

No  case  has  been  reported. 

Rabies  and  Anthrax. 

No  case  reported. 

Tuberculosis. 

Number  of  cases  on  Register  to  31st  December,  1920. 


Pulmonary,  loi 

Other  Forms,  9 

Number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Pulmonary,  7 

Other  Forms,  i 

Deaths  during  the  year,  4 
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Vaccination. 

The  Vaccination  Officer  supplies  the  following'  particulars  for 
the  district : — Vaccinated,  104.  Statutory  Declarations,  230. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Administered  by  a Joint  Committee  of  Amblecote  and  Brierley 
Hill.  There  are  two  Centres,  one  in  each  district,  and  one  Health 
\4sitor.  The  Brierley  Hill  Centre  is  open  on  three  days  weekly. 
The  doctor  attends  on  Wednesdays,  and  sees  any  children  and 
expectant  mothers  who  may  be  referred  to  him.  At  Amblecote 
the  attendance  is  on  Thursday  afternoon.  There  is  no  Maternity 
Home.  Mothers  and  Children  who  need  it  are  admitted  into  the 
local  hospital.  Eighteen  such  cases  have  been  treated  during  the 
year.  The  Ladies’  Wluntary  Committee  assists  all  mothers  and 
children  that  require  help,  and  superintends  the  supplies  of  food, 
milk  and  other  extras  reported  to  them  by  the  Health  Visitor. 
Three  of  these  ladies  are  co-opted  on  the  Joint  Committee.  The 
attendance  of  both  centres  is  steadily  increasing.  Three  expect- 
ant mothers  have  had  home  help.  The  total  amount  expended  by 
the  Ladies’  Committee  from  Voluntary  Subscription  is  ^.23  12s. 
(3d.  “in  aid  of  necessitous  cases.” 

No  case  of  Puerperal  Lever  has  been  notified.  One  case  of 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified.  The  Health  Visitor  carried 
out  the  treatment ; both  eyes  were  affected ; no^  permanent  injury. 
Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  were  prevalent  in  the  fourth 
quarter.  No  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  Poliomylitis  or  other  Infectious 
Diseases. 


SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

Staff. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Surveyor,  and  Health  Visitor. 

Infectious  Hospital. 

One  Isolation  Hospital,  which  has  to  serve  for  all  Infectious 
Diseases.  Thirteen  cases  of  Scarlet  Lever  and  three  cases  of 
Diphtheria  were  admitted  during  the  year. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Prevention  of  Infectious  Disease  Act,  1890  (all  sections). 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890'  (IT,  HI.,  V.) 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milk  Shops  Regulations. 

Milk  (Children  and  Mothers  Order),  1918. 

There  are  no  Local  Acts, 
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Register  of  Complaints. 

The  details  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  Report 
appended. 

The  chief  complaints,  or  the  most  difficult  to  deal  with,  are  those 
arising'  from  blocked  drains  and  water  closets.  Most  of  these 
cases  are  due  to  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  tenants.  The  drains 
and  closets  are  generally  found  to  be  structurally  sound,  and  the 
trouble  is  due  to  obstructions  caused  by  want  of  proper  care. 
Warning  notices  have  been  served  on  the  occupiers,  requesting 
them  to  exercise  more  care.  Continued  recurrence  of  these  nuis- 
ances will  require  more  drastic  measures. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

On  the  whole,  the  factories  and  workshops  are  in  a satisfactory 
condition.  No  case  of  industrial  poisoning  has  been  notified. 
No  legal  proceedings  have  been  necessary.  The  details  of  inspec- 
tions and  notices  for  necessary  sanitary  improvements  wall  be 
found  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report  appended. 

HOUSING. 

I.  — General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  District. 

(1)  Number  of  houses,  2,731.  Working  Class  Houses, 

i.e.,  assessed  at  ^H2  and  under,  2,301. 

(2)  (a)  The  shortage  of  houses  is  estimated  to  be  ...  543 
(b)  The  State-Aided  Housing  Scheme  to  build  88  houses 

was  commenced  in  February,  1920.  55  per  cent, 

are  nearing  completion ; six  are  completed  and 
occupied. 

(3)  No  important  change  in  the  population  during  the  year. 

I I.  — ^^Overcrowding. 

(1)  The  extent  of  overcrowding  was  fully  set  out  in  the 

H OLising  Report  prepared  for  the  Housing  Commis- 
sioner in  October,  1919,  a copy  of  which  was  for- 
warded with  my  last  Annual  Report. 

(2)  Excepting  that  some  of  the  worst  cases  have  been  dealt 

with,  the  conditions  remain  much  the  same. 

(3)  The  causes  of  overcrowding  are  : — Shortage  of  houses. 

Marriages  of  young  people  who  live  with  one  or  other 
of  the  parents.  Houses  closed  as  unfit  for  occupation 
or  demolished  by  mining  operations.  Failure  of  pri- 
vate enterprise  during  recent  years. 

(4)  Five  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been  dealt  with.  These 

have  been  the  w^orst  cases.  It  is  not  possible  to  do 
^ more  until  there  are  more  houses  available. 

HI. — Fitness  of  Houses. 

(a)  The  general  standard  of  working  class  houses  is  not 
good.  The  majority  are  old  and  need  constant  atten- 


tion  tO'  keep  them  up  to  a reasonable  standard  of  fit- 
ness. The  policy  has  been  to  save  every  house  that 
could  be  made  reasonably  fit,  rather  than  to  close  and 
demolish,  and  where  it  is  possib^le  to  get  the  work 
done,  but  owing  to  the  heavy  cost  the  Inspector  finds 
great  difficulty  in  getting  the  owners  to  undertake  the 
work. 

(b)  Besides  the  damage  from  mining  operations,  the  chief 
defects  are  perished  brickwork,  dampness,  inadequate 
lighting,  ventilation,  pantries,  washhouses,  and  pav- 
ing. Water  supply  and  drainage  are  generally  well 
provided.  One  difficulty  that  discourages  the  land- 
lord to  spend  money  is  the  dirty  tenant.  Notices 
served  on  this  type  of  tenant  have  effect  for  the  time 
being,  but  they  soon  revert  to  the  old  conditions  unless 
the  Inspector  is  constantly  after  them. 

Back-to-Back  Houses  : There  are  still  a number  of 
this  type  of  house  to  be  dealt  with,  and  efforts  have 
been  made  to  get  more  of  them  converted  into  through 
houses.  They  are  generally  owned  by  landlords  who 
are  unable  to  provide  the  means,  and  there  is  also  the 
difficulty  of  finding  accommodation  for  the  tenants 
who  have  to  turn  out. 

2. — General  Action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses  under 

(a)  The  Public  Health  Acts, 

(b)  The  Housing  Acts.  See  Inspector’s  Report,  pages  19-20. 

Number  of  houses  inspected  under  Section  17 48 

Number  of  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 5 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  by  Local 

Authority  5 

Number  of  Houses  remedied  without  Closing 

Orders  43 

Notices  served  under  Section  28  (1919  Act)  2 

Demolition  Orders  made  2 

H ouses  Demolished  1 

Voluntarily  Closed  by  Owner  1 

For  further  details  see  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

IV. — Unhealthy  Areas. 

No  complaints  or  representations  made. 

\'. — Bye-laws. 

A Committee  has  been  appointed  to  consider  revision  of  the 
bye-laws. 

\T. — There  is  nothing  to  add  under  this  head,  excepting  the 
progress  of  the  Housing  Scheme. 

H.  D’Arcy  Ellis, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


April  i8th,  1921, 


APPENDICES. 


Housing  Conditions. 

I'he  following-  particulars  are  supplied  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

1.— GENERAL. 

(1)  Estimated  population  12,890 

(2)  General  death-rate  15.00 

(3)  Death-rate  from  tuberculosis  0.3 

(4)  Infantile  mortality  107 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  of  all  classes  2,730 

(0)  Number  of  working-class  dwelling-houses  2,301 

(7)  Number  of  new  working-class  houses  erected  6 

2.— UNFIT  DWELLING-HOUSES. 

I. — Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Hous- 
ing Acts)  232 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection 
District)  Regulations,  1910  48 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  tO'  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  proceeding  sub-heading) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  105 

H. — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authoritv  or  their  officers  12 

HI. — x\ction  under  Statutory  Powers. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing', 
Town  Planning,  etc.,  Act,  1919. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 

rendered  fit : 

(a)  By  Owners  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  Nil 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  became 
operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 
by  Owners  of  intention  to  close  

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  Notices  were  served  requir- 


ing defects  to  be  remedied  158 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  : 

(a)  By  Owners  127 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  Nil 


C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17  and  18  of  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc..  Act,  1909. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a 

view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  5 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  deter- 
mined, the  dwelling-houses  having 
been  rendered  ht  Nil 

(-1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  2 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  1 

3.— UNHEALTHY  AREAS. 

Areas  represented  to  the  Local  Authority  with  a view  to  Im- 
provement Schemes  under  (a)  Part  I.  or  (b)  Part  IT  of  the  Act 
1890 

Nil 

« 

IV.  — Number  of  houses  not  complying  with  the  building 

by-laws  erected  with  consent  of  Local  Authority 
under  Section  35  of  the  Housing,  Town  Planning, 
etc..  Act,  1919  

V.  — Staff  on  Housing  Work,  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Annual  Report 

Of  the 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  submitting'  my  first  annual  report  on  the 
work  clone  in  my  department  for  the  year  ending'  31st  December, 
1920,  having'  commenced  my  duties  as  youf  Sanitary  Inspectoi 
in  May,  1920. 

Great  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting  repairs  done 
to  properties,  owing  to  the  shortage  of  labour  in  the  building- 
trade,  together  with  the  high  cost  of  materials.  I am  pleased 
to  see  that  there  is  some  signs  of  improvement. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  conversion  of  the  still  numerous 
privy  middens  which  are  dotted  about  the  district. 

COMPLAINTS. 

87  Complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year,  all  of  which 
received  attention,  the  majority  related  to  repairs  to  houses  and 
defective  drains  due  to  stoppages. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

All  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  have  been  visited,  and 
where  cases  have  been  isolated  at  home,  frequent  visits  have 
been  made  to  ensure  proper  isolation.  15  cases  were  removed 
to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

27  houses  have  been  disinfected  after  infectious  disease,  and 
one  public  conveyance. 

CONVERSION  OF  PRIVY  MIDDENS. 

During  the  year  water-closets  have  been  provided  at  the 
following  premises,  and  new  drainage  laid.  In  each  case  the 
privies  and  pit  were  demolished  or  altered  structurally  to  allow 


for  the  necessary  conversion. 

“D”  Court,  Chapel  Street  3 w.c’s. 

The  “Four  Furnaces’’  Inn,  New  Street  2 w.c’s. 

1,  New  Street  1 w.c. 

1 and  2,  “A’’  Court,  Little  Cottage  Street  1 w.c. 

10  and  12,  Little  Cottage  Street  I w.c. 

15-17-19-21-23-25,  Little  Cottage  Street  3 w.c’s. 

The  “King’s  Head’’  Inn,  Mill  Street  2 w.c’s. 

The  “Swan’’  Inn,  Mill  Street  2 w.c’s. 
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11(3  and  118,  Dudley  Street  2 vv.c’s. 

124  and  12(3,  Dudley  Street  2 w.c’s. 

109,  Dudley  ^Street  w.c. 

84-80-38-40-42,  Level  Street  3 w.c’s. 

44  and  40,  Level  Street  3 w.c. 

94-90-98-100,  Level  Street  2 w.c.Os 

The  “Potter’s  Arms’’  Inn,  Potter  Street  2 w.c’s. 

11,  Potter  Street  w.c. 


14-16-18-20  and  2 houses  in  Court,  Derry -Street  8 w.c’s. 

11,  Chapel  Street  i ^ 

2,  Hill  Street  2 

28- 80-82-84-80-88,  Bull  Street  4 -w.c’s. 

29- 31-88,  South  Street  3 w.c’s 

ITotter,  Haines  and  Corbett’s,  Brettell  Lane  ...  4 w.c’s. 


I'otal  45 

House  Drainage. 

During  die  }ear  new  drainage  has  been  laid  to  54  houses, 

together  with  inspection  chambers,  gully  traps,  and  ventilatinJ- 
shafts.  ' ^ 

31  tests  have  been  made  to  house  drains  during  the  year. 

Insufficent  W.C.  Accommodation. 

Additional  vv.c’s  have  been  provided  at  the  following  premises: 

The  Horse  Shoe’’  Hotel,  High  Street  1 w.c. 

4 he  Coal  Wharf,  Dudley  Street  4 w.c. 

Slaughterhouses. 

4 here  arc  11  Slaughterhouses  on  the  register,  all  of  which  are 
licensed  annually. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  year,  owing  to  the  pooling,  the 
slaughtering  was  done  at  two  or  three  slaughterhouses  each 
week.  Since  then  each  butcher  uses  his  own  slaughterhouse. 

1 his  does  not  ensure  an  efficient  inspection  of  the  meat. 


Inspections  made  to  Slaughterhouses  206 

iSotices  served  for  limewashing  44 

Number  plates  affixed  to  slaughterhouses  40 

Bye-laws  not  complied  with  n 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT. 

Bakehouses. 

4 here  are  15  Bakehouses  on  the  register,  one  of  which  is  at 
present  not  in  use. 
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With  one  exception  the  Bakehouses  are  in  yoocl  condition 
structurally. 

F^xtensions  have  been  made  to  one  Bakehouse  during-  the  year. 

Frequent  inspections  have  been  made.  It  was  found  necessary 
to  issue  a number  of  letters  re  cleanliness  of  floors,  troughs,  and 
woodwork  during  the  year. 

d'he  following  is  a list  of  defects  and  conditions  dealt  with  : — - 


Dirty  walls  and  ceilings  9 

Dirty  floors,  troughs,  etc 6 

Dirty  closet  pans  2 

New  roof  to  bakehouse  1 

New  floor  to  bakehouse  1 

Inspections  made  46 


Workshops. 

The  total  number  of  Workshops  on  the  register  is  81.  Num- 
ber of  inspections  made,  65. 

Five  notices  of  the  occupation  of  workshops,  and  one  notice  of 
nuisance,  have  been  received  from  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories, 
all  of  which  received  attention. 

Notices  served  to  limewash  workshops  4 


Outworkers. 

Nine  outworkers’  lists  were  received  from  employers  in  the 
District  notifying  39  outworkers,  29  of  which  were  transferred  to 
outside  districts,  and  one  transfer  was  received  from  another 
district. 

No  case  of  infectious  disease  occurred  at  any  of  the  outworkers’ 
premises. 


Factories. 

The  conveniences  at  various  factories  have  been  inspected 
during  the  year  ; in  the  majority  of  cases  the  need  for  more  care 
and  cleanliness  was  very  apparent.  One  factory  was  provided 


with  proper  drainage  during  the  year. 

Conditions  dealt  with  : — 

Insanitarv  Privies  2 

W^ater-closets  provided  4 

Privies  converted  to  pan  closets  2 

Walls  of  closets  llmewashed  16 

Floors  of  closets  requiring  cleansing  6 

Closets  not  properly  marked  1 

Urinal  provided  1 
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Offensive  Trades. 

During-  the  year,  plans  were  passed  for  the  erection  of  a Candle 
Factory  within  the  district.  This  is  now  In  course  of  erection. 
Bye-laws  will  have  to  be  considered  for  these  trades.  During  the 
year  I have  Inspected  various  Fish  Frying  Shops,  and  am  of  the 
opinion  that  bye-laws  are  necessary  to  regulate  these  places  with 
regard  to  cleanliness.  Fried  fish  is  such  a popular  food  that 
every*  precaution  should  be  taken  to  ensure  a proper  standard  of 
cleanliness. 


Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

During  the  year  there  have  been  27  surrenders  and  1 seizure  of 
unsound  food,  all  of  which  was  destroyed  : — 

2  Beasts 

2 Fore  Quarters  of  Beef. 

7 Pigs. 

Offal,  weight  5501bs. 

6 tins  of  Beef. 

412  tins  of  Condensed  Milk. 

84  tins  of  Tomatoes. 

olbs.  Butter. 

Olbs.  tinned  Tongue. 

lllbs.  Cake, 

16  tins  Salmon. 

4 tins  Fish  Paste. 

4 tins  Fruit. 

3 tins  Coffee  au  Lalt. 

4 Bottles  of  Sauce. 

82  Eggs. 

A total  weight  of  3,309  lbs.,  of  which  1,960  lbs.  was  tubercu- 
lous. 

On  the  whole  the  traders  have  co-operated  with  me  In  the 
inspection  of  Foods.  The  Market  is  inspected  on  Market  Days; 
several  of  the  stall-holders  have  been  warned  about  the  poor 
quality  of  foodstuffs  they  had  on  sale. 

Cowsheds. 

4'here  are  9 Cowkeepers  in  the  District,  using  14  cowsheds,  all 
of  which  are  regularly  inspected.  Two  cowsheds  have  been 
drained  during  the  year.  On  the  whole  the  condition  of  the 
sheds  Is  fair  ; more  attention  is  necessary  In  one  or  two  cases  to 


carrying  out  the  Regulations  : 

Notices  served  for  limewashing  9 

Notices  served  for  dirty  floors  4 

Notices  served  for  defective  paving  1 


Notices  served  for  defective  drainage  1 

Number  of  Inspections  made  39 

Purveyors  of  Milk. 

Residents  16 

Non-Residents  , 7 

Registered  during  the  year  1 

Inspections  made  65 


During  the  year  two  complaints  were  received  re  Milk  ; both 
came  from  one  dairy.  It  was  found  on  investigation  that  the 
milk  was  supplied  by  a farmer  outside  the  district,  the  trouble 
arising  from  the  dirty  condition  of  the  vessels  in  which  the  milk 
was  sent  to  the  retailer.  Letters  were  sent  to  the  district  in 
which  the  farmer  resided.  The  conditions  have  improved. 

Retailers  of  milk,  especially  those  from  outside  the  district, 
must  pay  more  attention  to  the  condition  of  their  vehicles  from 
which  they  deliver  the  milk.  Some  of  them  were  filthy.  It  has 
been  necessary  to  issue  a number  of  warnings  with  reference  to 
this  condition. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


1912 

1913  1914  1915 

1916 

1917 

1918 

1919 

•1920 

Number 

1127 

of  Ashpits  and  Privies  : 
562  373  299  278 

269 

251 

247 

224 

Number 

880 

of  W.C.’s  (including  Works  and 
1532  1949  2084  2110  2135 

Schools)  : 
2153  2177 

2224 

Number 

19 

of  Slop  Closets  : 

19  19  19 

19 

19 

19 

18 

18 

Number 

249 

of  Dry  xAshpIts  : 

386  385  375 

371 

370 

368 

368 

361 

Number 

4(^2 

of  Ash-bins  : 

834  1356  1441 

1482 

1501 

1517 

1545 

1601 

Number 

289 

of  Privies  Demolished  : 

565  189  74  23 

9 

8 

15 

35 

HOUSING. 

The  chief  difficulty  met  with  to-day  is  the  amount  of  over- 
crowding. This  is  very  prevalent,  and  under  the  exIsFing  condi- 
tions it  is  very  difficult  to  take  action,  except  in  the  very  worst  of 
cases. 

Imder  these  circumstances  It  has  been  found  advisable  to  save 
every  house  for  the  present,  rather  than  close  and  demolish,  and 
temporary  repairs  are  being  carried  out  at  various  houses  which 
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have  been  scheduled  as  unfit,  to  assist  the  great  house  shortag'e 
in  this  district. 

Much  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  getting'  repairs  to  houses 
done,  it  being  necessary  in  most  cases  to  write  three,  four  and 
sometimes  more  times  before  the  work  is  commenced.  The  fact 
that  trifling  repairs  cost  so  much  to-day  has  the  effect  of  the  land- 
lord putting  oft  the  repairs  as  long  as  possible  in  the  hope  that 
some  material  change  will  take  place  in  the  cost  before  he  com- 
mences the  work. 

Another  difficulty  which  does  not  encourage  landlords  to  spend 
money  is  the  dirty  tenant.  Notices  served  on  these  people  have 
effect  for  the  time  being,  but  as  soon  as  my  visits  cease  the  old 
habits  are  quickly  acquired. 

Number  of  Houses  Inspected  for  Housing  Defects  232 

,,  ,,  Houses  reported  as  being'  unfit  for 

human  habitation  5 

,,  ,,  Closing  Orders  made  by  Local  Authority  5 

,,  ,,  Demolition  Orders  made  2 

,,  ,,  Houses  Demolished  1 

,,  ,,  Houses  voluntarily  closed  by  Owner...  1 

Houses  dealt  with  under  Section  28  of  1919  Act  2 

In  the  case  of  the  Notices  served  under  Section  28  of  the  1919 
Act,  the  owners  gave  notice  of  closing  the  houses.  The  matter 
was  referred  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  their  consideration. 
After  some  considerable  delay  the  Ministry  have  informed  this 
Council  (March)  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  houses  can  be 
repaired  without  re-construction. 

f 

Houses  Dealt  with  during  the  Year  for  Closing  Orders. 

94  and  96,  Dudley  Street. 

Houses  void.  Closing  Orders  made  5th  July,  1920.  Notices 
served  that  demolition  will  be  considered,  24th  November, 
1920.  Demolition  Orders  made,  3rd  January,  1921.  One 
house  has  been  demolished. 

1 house  rear  of  No.  44,  Bell  Street. 

Closing  Order  made  0th  September,  1920.  Notice  served  on 
occupier  to  quit,  9th  November,  1920.  House  still  occupied. 

35  and  37,  High  Street. 

Closing  Orders  made  4th  October,  1920.  Notice  served  on 
occupiers  to  quit,  9th  November,  1920.  Houses  still  occupied. 

House  Voluntarly  Closed  by  Owner. 

9,  Seager’s  Lane. 


SANITARY  IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT  AS  A RESULT 
OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE  AND  NOTICES  SERVED. 


Dwelling-houses. 

Cleansed  and  Whitewashed  

Cleansed  and  whitewashed  after  infectious  disease 

Roofs  repaired  

Walls,  plaster  repaired  or  renewed  

Defective  house  chimneys  

New  sash  cords  to  windows  provided  

Damp-proof  course  put  in  

Floors  repaired  

External  walls  cemented  or  tarred  

Door  frames,  sills,  etc.,  repaired  

Bedroom  floors  repaired  

Fire  g'rates  repaired  

Dirty  houses  (tenants’  neglect)  

Damp  walls  abated  

Cavity  wall  built  

Cases  of  overcrowding  dealt  with  


57 

(3 

38 

29 

13 

28 

1 

8 

8 

12 

6 

3 

2 

1 

1 


Wash=houses,  Water=closets,  etc. 

Wash-houses,  water-closets,  etc.,  limewashed  156 

Wash-house  floors  repaired  4 

\Vash-house  roofs  repaired  10 

Fire  grates  to  washing  furnaces  repaired  6 

Brickwork  of  washing  furnaces  repaired  13 

New  earthenware  sinks  provided  13 

Brickwork  of  washhouses  and  water-closets  repaired  14 

Wash-houses  and  W.C.’s  woodwork  repaired  12 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  16 

Wash-houses  re-built  4 

Water-closet  re-built  1 

New  windows  to  wash-houses  3 

Baking  ovens  taken  down  5 

Coal-houses  built  2 

Additional  W.C.’s  provided  2 

Dirty  condition  of  w.c.  pans  and  yards  (tenants’  neglect)  39 

Drainage. 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed  72 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  9 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  or  provided  65 

Water-closets  provided  47 

New  drainage  laid  21 

Houses  provided  with  proper  drainage  54 
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Earthenware  closet  pans  provided  50 

Inspection  chambers  provided  

(iully  traps  provided  to  drain  inlets  20 

Privies,  Pan  Closets,  Ashpits,  etc. 

Privies  taken  down  35 

Ashpits  taken  down  , 7 

Privies  converted  to  pan  closets  3 

Galvanized  ash  receptacles  provided  101 


Other  Nuisances. 

Stables  Cleansed  2 

Pig'-styes  cleansed  4 

Pig--keeping-  nuisance  abated  1 

Fowl-keeping-  nuisances  abated  4 

Nuisances  from  other  animals  abated  5 

Accumulations  of  refuse  and  manure  removed  27 


MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS  DURING  THE  YEAR  1920. 


Nature  and  Offence. 


Result. 


Insanitary  condition  of  Privies  and  Order  made,  with  costs, 
midden  pit ; dirty  walls  and  ceilings,  Work  to  be  completed 

etc.,  at  124  and  126,  Dudley  Street.  within  two  months. 


Failing-  to  comply  with  an  Order  made 
by  the  magistrates  for  certain 
works  to  be  executed,  within  two 
months,  at  124  and  126,  Dudley 
Street. 


Fined  10/-  for  each  day 
in  default,  and  costs. 
4'otal  ^f9  /3/0. 


Insanitary  condition  of  privies  and 
midden  pit.  No  proper  drainage 
at  ‘B’  Court,  Parkes  Street. 


Order  made,  with  costs. 
Work  to  be  executed 
wit]  1 in  two  months. 
Total  costs  p£^7/7/0. 


Insanitary  privies  and  midden  pit ; no 
proper  drainage ; dirty  walls  and 
ceilings  of  houses ; defective  house 
roofs,  etc.,  at  Nos.  15,  17,  19,  21, 
23,  25,  Little  Cottage  Street. 


Adjourned  for  one  month, 
work  in  progress.  Work 
completed ; summons 
withdrawn  on  payment 
of  costs,  /,>'7/7/0. 


Preliminary  Notices  served  198 

Statutory  Notices  served  45 

Notices  to  provide  portable  receptacles  12 

Notices  to  Head  ITachers  and  Attendance  Oflicer  48 

Fetters  sent  to  owners  345 
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HOUSE  REFUSE  REMOVAL. 

The  whole  of  the  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
employees,  no  Contractor  being"  employed.  This  is,  I am  sure, 
the  best  method,  as  it  is  possible  to  supervise  the  collection  with 
better  results  than  when  performed  by  a Contractor.  The  work 
is  carried  out  with  very  little  nuisance  to  the  public. 

There  are  now  three  teams  employed  on  this  work. 

It  has  been  found  possible,  since  the  third  horse  was  purchased, 
to  institute  a weekly  collection  of  all  ash-bins.  This  collection 
has  now  been  in  full  swing  for  the  last  six  months  of  the  year,  and 
is  giving  every  satisfaction. 

TEAMS. 

One  team  Is  employed  wholly  collecting  from  ash-bins. 

One  team  Is  employed  on  the  average  three  days  each  week, 
collecting'  refuse  from  ash-bins,  and  the  remainder  of  the  week 
it  is  emptying  ashpits. 

One  team  is  employed  emptying  privies  and  ashpits. 

Steady  progress  has  been  made  throughout  the  year,  and  now 
I am  able  to  report  that  all  the  arrears  have  been  brought  up-to- 
date,  and  the  coming  year  will  see  the  District  clear  from  the 
offensive  accumulations  that  have  met  the  eye  in  many  places. 

TIPS. 

All  refuse  Is  tipped,  either  at  Cottage  Street,  vSeven  Dwellings, 
or  Moor  Lane  Tips. 

vSpecIal  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  Cottage  .Street  Tip  during 
the  year ; the  whole  of  the  portion  reserved  as  a tip  for  house 
refuse  has  been  cleaned  up  and  levelled ; and  all  offensive  refuse 
burled  and  paper  burnt. 

There  has  been  no  nuisance  from  the  tip  caused  by  refuse  tipped 
there  by  the  Council ; the  only  trouble  has  been  with  the  people 
who  have  free  access  to  the  tip  and  who  deposit  all  kinds  of  refuse 
on  the  surface. 

Ash-bins  are  enforced  at  all  premises  where  privies  are  con- 
verted, also  where  any  ashpits  are  found  tO'  be  dilapidated  and  In- 
sanitary. I look  forward'  to  the  near  future  when  ashpits  will,  like 
the  privy  midden,  be  few  and  far  between,  and  a weekly  house-to- 
house  collection  of  all  house  refuse  in  vogue. 

Summary  of  work  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Total  number  of  Ash-bins  emptied  68,684 

,,  ,,  ,,  loads  removed  from  ash-bins  3,075 

,,  ,,  ,,  ashpits  emptied  937 

,,  ,,  ,,  loads  from  ashpits  1,763 
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Total  number  of  privy  midden  pits  emptied  480 

,,  ,,  ,,  loads  from  privy  middens  991 

,,  ,,  ,,  closet  pans  emptied  197 

Petroleum  Acts. 

During  the  year  15  Licenses  to  store  Petrol  were  issued. 

Canal  Boats  Act. 

No.  of  Canal  Boats  on  Register  ...  ^ ...  65 

No.  of  Boats  Inspected  ' ...  ...  12 

Infringements. 

Boats  requiring  painting  and  re-lettering  ...  3 

Overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  i 

Certificate  not  identifying  Owner  ...  i 

No  Certificate  on  board  ...  ...  i 

Frequent  visits  have  been  made  to  the  Canals  during  the  year, 
but  only  on  few  occasions  were  boats 'met  with  which  came  under 
the  Canal  Boats  Acts  and  Regulations. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  J.  Parker, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


